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James Hunter Lane, Jr.

JUL 6, 1929 - APR 22, 2012

AMES HUNTER LANE, JR., born 6 July 1929 to James Hunter Lane, Sr. and

Lucille Barrow in Memphis, TN, died April 22, 2012 at Methodist Le Bonheur
Hospice after a long illness. Hunter attended Idlewild Elementary School, Normal
School, and Central High School where he achieved outstanding recognition in
academics and sports. He was quarterback of the football team in 1949 when Central
won the State Championship. His love for football followed him throughout his life.
He was also President, Student Body Association. Hunter achieved the title of Eagle
Scout with one of the oldest troops in Memphis at Grace St. Luke’s Church, Troop
34. He attended Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Virginia 1947-1953 on an
academic scholarship and was also involved in many extracurricular activities, such
as writing for the school paper and as President of Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity.
Hunter graduated from Washington and Lee in 1951 Magna Cum Laude and
continued to attend the W & L Law School where he served on the Editorial Board
and was awarded a law degree in 1953 (Law Review). Hunter entered the Marine
Corps as Officer Candidate. He was commissioned 2nd Lt., December 1953. He
served as legal officer with 1st Marine Air Wing, Pohang-dong, ROK, and Iwakuni,
Japan 1954-1955. He was released from active duty November 1955. He served with
various units of Organized Marine Corps Reserve 1956-1977 and retired as Lt. Col.
July 1978. He began practicing law in Memphis in 1955 with his father but ran for
office in 1963 and was elected Commissioner of Public Service. He served from
1964-1967. After his term in office, he worked with the Waring, Cox Law Firm for a
time before forming his own firm in the 1970s. Hunter was elected to the Board of
Education in 1971 and served 1972-1975 (President 1973). He was very active with the
Civil Rights Movement in Memphis and acted diligently in many behind the scenes
activities with Lucius Burch. Hunter was a life long member of the Wolf River Society
and also supported the Wolf River Conservancy. Hunter was a member of a canoe
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club and enjoyed many canoe trips on the rivers of Arkansas and Missouri with his
club members. Hunter served as Director, Memphis Area Chamber of Commerce
1968-1971 and Secretary and Legal Counsel 1988-1990. Hunter was Director of
Liberty Bowl Festival Association 1968-1975; Director, Memphis USO 1968-1971
(President 1971). He was Director, Goodwill Boy’s Club 1968-1971. He was Director,
Northeast Mental Health Center 1968-1972 (President 1972). He was a member of the
Executive Committee, Chickasaw Council, BSA, 1968-1971 and supported this
organization all his life. Hunter was Director, Metropolitan Board, YMCA, 1968-1972
(Secretary 1972). He was Director, Memphis Better Schools Committee 1976-1979
(President 1977). He was Director, Midtown Mental Health Center 1981-1985
(President 1983-1984). He was a member of the Downtown Kiwanis Club most of his
adult life and was presented a Lifetime Member Certificate when he was no longer
able to attend meetings in 2011 (President 1972-1973). He was a Life Member, Board
of Directors, National Conference of Christians and Jews; Protestant Co-Chairman
1976 and Chairman, Committee on Race 1990-1991. He was a member of the Board
of Trustees, Edward J. Meeman Foundation 1963-2013. He was President of the
Booster Club for Central High School 1978. Member, Board of Commissioners,
Memphis Housing Authority 1992-2000. He was a life long member of Idlewild
Presbyterian Church where he served on Board of Deacons 1960-1963 and Board of
Elders 1978-1984 (active), 1984-2012 (inactive); Chairman, Every Member Canvas
Committee 1978. He worked as a volunteer mentor for the Memphis City Schools for
many years and also mentored children for The Dream Academy for several years.
He loved children and did all he could to help many succeed. Hunter served as a
volunteer for the Community Legal Center after his retirement, helping people who
could not afford an attorney and was awarded the Elmer Roane Award for his service
to the people of Memphis. His love of writing led to many articles being published in
magazines and newspapers; he was a member of the Compass Club writing group for
many years. Hunter supported the University of Memphis football and basketball
programs as a member of the Highland Hundred and the Rebounders Clubs. As a
member of the Grey Eagles Hiking Club, he climbed many mountains in the United
States and Canada with this group during his retirement. Hunter’s love for travel led
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him on trips with his wife, Susan, to every state except North Dakota and to other
countries on five continents. With Hunter, every trip was a special adventure to meet
new people in exciting places. As one friend stated “Hunter lived more in one
lifetime than most people would live in two lifetimes.” He loved friends, family, and
the Marine Corps. Hunter was preceded in death by his mother, Lucille Barrow Lane,
and his father, James Hunter Lane, Sr. He leaves to mourn his passing, his wife, Susan
Bowen Lane; and three children, Dorothy Lane McClure (John), James Hunter Lane
III (Linda), and William Martin Lane; two stepsons, Charles Michael Bowen (Suzie)
and Robert Kenneth Bowen (Sandy). He leaves four grandchildren, Corrinne Lane
McClure, Anna Currie Lane, Berkley Battes Lane, and James Hunter Lane IV; two
step-grandchildren, Colby Thompson Bowen and Michael Kenneth Bowen. He
leaves three sisters, Mydelle Lane Wilson, Lucille Lane Floyd, and Camille Lane
Gotten; along with many nieces and nephews whom he dearly loved. The family
requests in lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Idlewild Presbyterian
Church.A memorial service will be held at Idlewild Presbyterian Church located at
1750 Union Ave., at 12 p.m. with visitation beginning at 10 a.m. Thursday, April 26.
Semper Fi.
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Dianne Polly posted:

Just read about Hunter’s passing. He will obviously be missed by many. | will always remember my
discussions with Hunter about everything and anything. He lived a full life and left Memphis a much
better place. Prayers are with your family.

May 7 at 8:56 AM

D | Wilson And Beverly posted:

Jim,Linda,Berkley, and Hunter,We were very saddened to learn of Jim's father's death. What a
wonderful man he was. The obituary was so interesting. He was a special man and you have reason
to be very proud and a great example to follow.Since

April 26 at 8:29 AM

Buck Wellford posted:

The Wellford family had a lot of respect — and affection — for Hunter Lane. One of the few Yellow
Dog Democrats my father openly supported! A fine, funny, and very decent man. | was glad to see
the CA recognize his many accomplishments.

April 24 at 5:25 PM

Dan & Pat Collins posted:

©
©
D
©

Susan and family,We were sad to hear from Bobbie and Jerry of Hunter's passing. He was a great
guy and we always appreciated his sharing Sweetness with us.Our thoughts are with you, Dan & Pat
Collins

April 24 at 3:44 PM

Bill Bruce posted:

Hunter was a great friend, and he led a full and remarkable life. | shall miss him. | extend my sincere
sympathy to his widow and family.

April 24 at 10:54 AM
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Kim Mullins posted:

Dorothy, Martin and Jim, Your dad was a fantastic original! | enjoyed every time we had the chance to
work together, and know that he will be missed by the entire Memphis Bar! Kim Brown Mullins

April 24 at 10:45 AM

Dan Wilkinson posted:

Hunter was a wonderful guy, a great story teller, and on rare occasions, a accomplished actor as
well. His performance in the movie “Midhatten” is well remembered by those involved. Rest in peace
good friend.

April 24 at 9:03 AM

Virginia Cook posted:

My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family during this difficult time. | am sorry for your
loss.Eenie

April 23 at 11:27 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring James by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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